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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

One of the most important requirements
for the struggle against anti-Semitism is
an investigation of the actual prevalence of
anti-Semitism. One of the aims of Action
and Protection Foundation is to eliminate
ignorance of this issue. Instrumental in
achieving this objective is the continuous
professional monitoring of hate crimes that
occur public life. The community cannot
really be protected unless current infor-
mation on anti-Semitic acts and other hate
crimes are collected and analyzed. Results
of the monitoring are published, monthly
by the Foundation.

The reports deal with two forms of behav-
ior: anti-Semitic hate crimes, and hate-mo-
tivated incidents. The report refers to both
types of behavior as “hate incidents”. An
anti-Semitic hate crime is distinguished
from other hate crime by possessing an an-
ti-Semitic motive. Anti-Semitic hate crime
is a violation of criminal law, yet not all
hate-motivated acts are regarded as crimi-

nal. Nevertheless, a record of both types of
hate incidents is necessary in order to gain
a general overview.

For the monitoring to have the widest
possible scope, it is required that a variety
of sources are used simultaneously. Apart
from registering the incidents, it is impor-
tant to record their particular characteris-
tics. Data recorded includes the incident’s
location, perpetrator, victim, consequenc-
es. Also the types of the various incidents
are differentiated.

The Foundation identified two anti-Se-
mitic incidents this month, in the categories
of assault and hate speech. The first case
was an anti-Semitic attack on cantor Imre
Daniel Rosenfeld, chairman of the Memo-
rial Committee of Hungarian Jewish Free-
dom Fighters, in Budapest, about which he
posted on his social-networking page. In
the second case, a video uploaded to the
official YouTube channel of the Hungari-
an Football Association (MLSZ), advertis-
ing the Hungarian National Championship
round included a fan from Diésgyor, who
wore a T-shirt with a Hitler smiley. Public
assessment of the case was further aggravat-
ed by the fact that the MLSZ chose the same
image for the highlight of the video.

No news was found for the category of
further anti-Semitic hate incidents this
month.

Our Foundation received news with re-
gard to a case it had initiated earlier. The
Police Headquarters of Nagykata sent us a
decision on a procedure we initiated, clos-
ing the investigation — due to expiration.
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ACTION AND PROTECTION FOUNDATION

The phenomenon of anti-Semitism is by no
means new to Hungary. The hate speech
encountered earlier has however become
increasingly dominant in public life. The
situation is further aggravated by the
Jobbik Party, which openly declares an-
ti-Semitic and racist views, having for-
ty-three members of parliament making
hate speech far more ever-present in both
Parliament and other organized events.
These circumstances brought Action and
Protection Foundation into being. Among
the forms of civil association offered by
Hungarian law, Action and Protection
Foundation chose the form of foundation;
it was registered in November 2012. The
Foundation seeks to provide an alternative
to the ineffectual legal steps taken against
deteriorating standards of public discour-

se, exclusion, and the ignorance in which
anti-Semitism is rooted, as well as atrociti-
es and hate crimes.

UNITY

Action and Protection Foundation is a re-
gistered civil organization. Among those
actively participating in the work of the
Foundation are status-quo/Chabad EMIH,
the reform oriented Sim Shalom Progressi-
ve Jewish Congregation, as well as socially
recognized emblematic personalities inde-
pendent of these movements. Trustees of the
Foundation represent the most important
Jewish religious and cultural movements in
Hungary, a symbolic expression of the fact
that action on anti-Semitism is a cause sha-
red by all.

BRUSSELS INSTITUTE

The Brussels Institute, founded by Action
and Protection Foundation, carries out
monitoring of anti-Semitic hate erime in
accordance with methods worked out and
proposed by the Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). In
monitoring anti-Semitic phenomena the
Institute records and analyzes them on the
basis of information delivered by various
standardized sources. The monitoring pro-
cess, which categorizes incidents into sev-
en different groups, relies on the follow-
ing sources: the sources of the Institute’s
own Research and Incident Monitoring
Group, information available in the press
and public media, and relevant data to be
found in judicial, eriminal and other state
administrative records in the framework of
an agreement with these branches of gov-
ernment. The institute has set up a now

operational HOTLINE that can be reached
by dialing the number (+36 1) 51 00 000,
where incidents of anti-Semitic and an-
ti-Jewish behavior can be reported.

Beyond regular publication of the
monthly monitoring reports the Brussels
Institute’s research plan incorporates a
comprehensive research project related
to Jewry —using both quantitative and
qualitative methods—, as well as a survey
on the current situation concerning an-
ti-Semitism that encompasses society as a
whole. Furthermore, the program includes
development of a differentiated training
program that prepares different levels and
participants of state administration for ac-
tion and appropriate procedure on racist
and anti-Semitic phenomena, in the form
of teaching materials for the educational
system and further training.



ABOUT THE REPORT

General opinion on, and treatment of Hun-
garian anti-Semitism is often unusually ex-
treme. Voices are heard on the one hand,
that belittle the importance of such offenses
and manifestations. On the other hand, on
occasion it may be the case that in relation
to one-off incidents the image registered is
of a public life deluged by such incidents.
Knowledge of the actual situation is an in-
dispensable condition for treatment of the
real problems, which is why Action and
Protection Foundation considers it its duty
to provide as comprehensive an overview
of the scale of anti-Semitism in Hungary as
possible. Monitoring of anti-Semitic hate
crimes and incidents' is one of the tools of
achieving this objective. The monitoring
results are published by the Foundation on
a monthly basis. Apart from the monthly
report, an annual summary review includ-
ing more detailed analyses on the offenses
committed in the course of the year is also
prepared.

The fight against hate crimes bears ex-
ceptional importance, because they dif-
fer from other forms of criminal conduct.
These crimes may be considered messages
of a kind, and thus point beyond private ac-
tions. This additional import becomes man-
ifest in various social realms: on the level of
the individual, the group attacked, and of
society as a whole. The victims may suffer
a greater psychological and emotional trau-
ma. In the case of these crimes not “only”
the property, or physical integrity of victims
is endangered, but also their self-respect.
These offenses question the right of the
individual to equality, even of belonging
to society itself. It is important that in the
course of such crimes the victims are the
target of attacks because of some unchange-
able characteristic, and for this reason may
well feel more defenseless. The victims are
often afraid that they may again become
victims of further atrocities. Inappropriate
handling of such incidents can easily lead

| See detailed definitions in the Methodology section.

to a secondary victimization of the target-
ed person. This type of eriminal act also
has a strong effect on the group to which
the victim belongs. The victims of such
crimes are often interchangeable, because
in countless cases the attack does not target
a certain individual, but anyone who, in the
given instance, is a member of the group
under attack. In the event, members of the
group also become involved emotionally,
and might live in fear of the future when
they themselves may become the target of
such prejudice-motivated crimes. This is
especially true of groups, which have been
exposed to prejudice for a long time. There
is no need to justify at length that Jewry
belongs among such groups. These crimes
violate the norm that holds the members
of society equal. Inadequate handling of
such incidents can have grave consequenc-
es for the whole of society. It may on the
one hand, encourage the perpetrators, or
even others to commit further crimes in
the same mold. On the other, it significant-
ly diminishes the cohesive power of society
(Levin and McDevitt 1999, 92-93; OSCE/
ODIHR 2009a, 19 21; OSCE/ODIHR
2009b, 17-18; Perry 2001, 10).

It may be stated in general that fewer hate
crimes are reported, and in the event docu-
mented, than are committed. Victims often
do not report them to the police. A number
of reasons may cause this implicitly. Firstly,
many do not feel assured that the author-
ities will treat these incidents adequately,
either because they are not sufficiently pre-
pared, or due to prejudice. Certainly there
are many victims who are not clear about
the applicable legal regulations. Vietims
may feel shame, or fear that one of their
concealed traits will be exposed. Lesser
categorizations of the crimes are also fre-
quent, where official authorities do not es-
tablish the hate-crime motivation. It is civil
organizations that can help remedy these
problems. Cooperation with state organs—
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such as the police, or the Public Prosecu-
tor’s office —may be particularly beneficial .
Reports prepared by civil organizations can
be expedient in alerting the official authori-
ties to hate motivated crimes in the country.
Long-term tendencies can be outlined on
the basis of the collected data. Civil organ-

izations can help in setting particular cas-
es on track for legal process, may provide
legal defense for the victims, and give vari-
ous other forms of aid. These organizations
may also serve as intermediaries between
the victims and the police (OSCE/ODITR
2009b, 34-36).

2 Agreat example of the above can be found in the Community Security Trust (CST) and cooperation between the London and the Manchester police forces. (CST 2013)



METHODOLOGY?

The report deals with two types of offence:
hate crimes and hate motivated incidents.
These are defined by EBESZ as follows'
(OSCE/ODIHR 2009b, 15-16):

® hate crime: a crime as defined by the
criminal code,which has been motivated
by prejudice against a certain group of
people?

e hate-motivated incident: an offence,

also based on prejudice against a certain

group of people, but not reaching the

level of eriminal conduect.

The heightened importance of individual
hate crimes is indicated by the fact that the
criminal code of numerous countries deals
with these cases separately. Hungarian cri-
minal legislation identifies two forms of
hate crime: violent offences committed aga-
inst the member of a group, and incitement
to hatred of a community. The recently
adopted Criminal Code (Act C of 2012)
deals with these in Chapter XXI, Parag-
raph 216, on crimes against human dignity
and certain basic rights, as well as Chapter
XXXII, Paragraph 332, on crimes against
public peace. The crime of violence against
a member of a group may be established if
the perpetrator assaults or otherwise coer-
ces the victim, because they belong to a pro-
tected group. Additionally, this is also the
case if the perpetrator demonstrates provo-
cative behavior against a community that is
apt to cause alarm. The crime is only affec-
ted if there is a concrete vietim. Incitement
against a community most often means hate
speech, and it can only be defined as such on
the condition that it is committed in public.
Incitement to hate crimes does not target
concrete individuals but a group of people.
Itis important to add that other crimes may

also be categorized as having been com-
mitted on racist motives. In such cases the
courts must pass a heavier sentence® (TASZ
2012, 3-4). Apart from these, Paragraph
333 of the Criminal Code also describes the
crime of denial of the crimes of the National
Socialist regime. Furthermore, Paragraph
335 bans the distribution and use in wide
public, or public display of the symbols of
various autocratic regimes (among them the
swastika, the SS insignia, arrow-cross).
Detailed descriptions of approaches to,
and recent tendencies in the definition of
hate incidents can be found in our May Re-
port. The report also cites the findings of
literature in this field internationally. The
present report presents hate crimes and
hate incidents motivated by anti-Semitism,
wherever perpetrator, largel, means or mes-
sage of a case suggest it. The target may be
a person, a group, an event, a building, a
monument or other property. It is impor-
tant however, that anti-Semitic motivation
can only be spoken of if the perpetrator
chose the given target expressly because
it was assumed to belong to Jewry. In this
context it is not finally relevant whether
the assumption is correct: the belief of the
target’s connection to Jewry is sufficient.
In the course of monitoring, on one hand,
all incidents that fall in the category of hate
crime are considered hate incidents. These
may be crimes identified as such by the Cri-
minal Code (violent assault of a member of a
community, incitement to hatred of a com-
munity, denial of the crimes of the national
socialist regime, use of symbols of autocra-
tic regimes), but can also include other acts
mentioned in the Criminal Code, if preju-
dice can be proven as a motivating factor.
When identifying hate incidents, various
indicators recorded during the monitoring

3 Our methodology remains the same since we started our monitoring in May 2013. The methodology was elaborated by lldiké Barna, her text was integrated in this chapter. Small modifications are marked separately.

4 The scientific definition of hate crimes is extremely contradictory and divergent (for more on this, see Chakraborti and Garland 2009, 4-7). These definitions can serve as important addenda to an understanding of these crimes,
however they are difficult to apply in practice. This is what made the creation of simpler, more practical definitions necessary.

5 For example, on these grounds the OSCE does not consider hate speech a hate crime, since the given behavior would not count as criminal without the motive of prejudice (OSCE/ODIHR 20092, 24).

For our approach in dealing with this, see below.

6 The Criminal Code does not include racist motives verbatim, but for example the case of “contemptible motive” is fulflled, if someone commits a crime out of such a motivation.
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period” are used as the basis for examining
whether the given action could have been
motivated by anti-Semitism.

For the widest possible scope in moni-
toring anti-Semitic hate incidents the si-
multaneous use of a variety of sources is
required. The victims’ filed reports are
of especially great importance to this stu-
dy. If the victim cannot, or does not want
to file a report with the Brussels Institute,
the involvement of an intermediary may
be facilitated to gain information. Such
an intermediary may be a family member,
acquaintance of the victim, a witness of the
incident or another civil organization. The
earlier mentioned 24-hours-a-day Hotline
operated by the Foundation serves to ease
the passage of reports. Additionally the-
re are options for online filing of reports,
which allow even greater anonymity for the
person placing the report.

[t is a declared objective of the Founda-
tion to keep in touch with the authorities,
since they are the most likely to be first ap-
proached by victims or witnesses.

A variety of media channels also represent

important sources: television, radio, as well

as the printed and online versions of the
press. An essential segment of the report is
composed of monitoring the expressions of,
so called, online hatred, which seems cur-
rently to have become an ever-increasing
threat.

Monitoring of these media channels is co-
vered in part by a paid team of experts wit-
hin a professional framework, while volun-
teers are involved additionally in the media
watch, sending information gained on to
the Brussels Institute for processing. [tis an
aim Lo cover an increasingly large segment
of the media with continuous monitoring.
Monitoring extends to roughly all recei-
vable TV and radio stations, all the printed
press with high print-runs, as well as online
material not only on news portals, but the
social networking pages and extreme, hate
inciting websites. The monitoring process
is carried through systematically, according
to precisely prepared standards.

T These are described in the Methodology section.
8 The following were used to develop these criteria: ADL 2012, CST 2013

Among the monitored hate incidents the-
re are some that are considered a part of the
statistics, but there are also some that are
recorded, though not counted as part of the
statistics.®

The criteria for hate incidents that are
included in the statistics follow:

® Only hate incidents that occurred in
Hungary: no matter whether the victim
is a Hungarian citizen or not

® Any action, incident, atrocity that is
aimed at Jewish individuals, organi-
zations or property where an anti-
Semitic intent or content can be proven,
or if the victim was attacked for being
Jewish or due to an assumed Jewish
identity

® Deliberate and wanton impairment of
any Jewish institution or building (even
if no further, explicit anti-Semitic mes-
sage was paired with the vandalism [for
example, a Jewish synagogue’s window
is broken with a stone))

e Anti-Semitic comments that have been
reported to Action and Protection
Foundation appearing on blogs, fora,
community pages

e Anti-Semitic and neo-Nazi material
delivered to particular Jewish indivi-
duals, Jewish organizations, institu-
tions

e Anti-Semitic and neo-Nazi material
deposited at Jewish-owned property,
Jewish organizations, institutions

e (Criticism related to Israel and Zionism,
if they go beyond a political statement
and serve to recall traditional anti-
Jewish stereotypes

® Events apt to raise fear among Jews.

Hate incidents that are not accounted for
in the statistics”:

e Anti-Semitic hate incidents that are
related to Hungary and THungarian
Jewry, but for some reason do not be-
long to the scope of the statistics (e.g.,
they did not occur in Hungary)

9 The criteria for hate incidents that are not accounted for in the statistics were modified, therefore the present description is different from the one we used in 2013.



® [ixpressions of hate that appear regu-
larly on homepages, in comments and
online fora, and have not been per-
sonally reported to Action and Protec-
tion Foundation.

A number of the aspects of the registered
incidents are recorded. The indicators that
help decide whether a given incident was
motivated by prejudice have been ment-
ioned earlier. These indicators pertain to
various characteristics of the perpetrator,
data concerning the victim, the time and
location of the incident. These are recorded
in the course of collection of data. Tabs are
kept on whether incidents had any, and if
so, what sort of—possibly legal—consequ-
ences.

Apart from registering incidents, it is also
important to capture the qualitative diffe-
rentials between them. The typification of

cases is carried out in two ways. According
to one of the systems of categorization the
following types are differentiated: incite-
ment against members of a community, vio-
lence against members of a community, use
of symbols of autocratic regimes, and Holo-
caust denial.

Based on the Facing Facts! Guidelines, se-
ven types of incidents are differentiated as
follows (CEJT 2012, 10-12):

® Homicide: any attack on a person that
rauses loss of life
¢ [xtreme physical violence
- Any attack on a person that poten-
tially causes serious bodily harm
- Any attack involving weapons, or
other tools that can cause bodily
harm
- Any attack on property, where
there is a potential for the people
occupying the property to be killed
- Bombs and letter bombs
- Kidnapping

e Assault

- Any physical attack against a per-
son or people, which does not pose
a threat to their life and is not
serious
Attempted assault, which fails due

to self-defense, or if the vietim runs
away
Throwing objects at a person or

people, including where the object
misses its target
® Damage to property
- Any physical attack directed against
property, which is not life-threat-
ening
- Desecration of property

Arson attacks on property where
there is not threat to life, failed at-
tempts at arson
e Threats

- Any clear and specific threat,

whether verbal or written

- Any “bomb” which is assessed to
be a hoax
Stalking
- Defamation

e [late speech
- Public hate speech
- Hate speech channeled via the in-
ternet and social media

Abusive behavior

Abusive literature sent to more
than one person

- In literature and music
® Discriminatory incidents

Placing hate incidents in context is also a
priority. These actions do not exist in emp-
ty space and are by no means independent
of the social and cultural environs in which
they occur. The dynamics of these incidents
is also of importance: often processes, rat-
her than separately occurring events can be
spoken of (Perry 2001, 8). Apart from the
static data, short descriptions of each event
are also published, which aid understand-
ing of the environment surrounding the in-
cident." In presenting time lines, attention
will always be given to showing the dyna-
mics of the events.

10 These descriptions in particular are held to be a most positive aspect of the Anti-Defamation League reports by Perry (2001, 18).
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Action and Protection Foundation found
two cases of anti-Semitic hate incidents in
the course of its July monitoring, in the cat-
egories of assault and hate speech.

ASSAULT

Anti-Semitic assault reported on FFacebook
— also mentioned by international news
Sources: Facebook; varosikurir.hu;
hirtv.hu

20 July 2018 Cantor Imre Daniel Ros-
enfeld, Chairman of the Memorial Com-
mittee of the Hungarian Jewish Freedom
Fighters, was the victim of an anti-Semi-
tism motivated attack in Budapest, about
which he wrote on his social networking
page.

“This afternoon I was the victim of an an-
ti-Semitic atrocity on Blaha Lujza Square, in
which a minor physical conflict was followed by
statements inciting hatred. Reporting it to police
bore no results in terms of positive change, be-
cause they did not even bother 1o take a look at
the security cameras. I will be giving my opin-
lon in interviews as to what I think would be an
expedient response to avoid such incidents, and
how 1 think we could bridge the grear gap be-
tween the You and the Us.”

Rosenfeld also issued a call in his post for
all those who have experienced similar inci-
dents to get in touch.

The cantor expressed dismay at the great
disparity between the principle of zero tol-
erance of anti-Semitism also declared by
the Hungarian Prime-Minister on his visit
to Israel, and the things that have happened
to him.

Rosenfeld rejected the offer of legal aid
Action and Protection Foundation made to
him on contacting him personally, as he did
not wish to give further information about
the details of the incident.

The Austrian daily Kurier also recounted
the events, contextualizing the event with
the Prime-Ministerial visit — and principle
of zero tolerance — as well.

HATE SPEECH

MLSZ advertisement showing image
of fan with a Hiler-smiley T-shirt
Source: 444.hu

27 July 2018 A segment played on the of-
ficial YouTube channel of the Hungarian
Football Federation (Magyar Labdarigo
Szovetség — MLSZ) advertising the Cham-
pionships’ round one included a Diésgyér
football fan whose polo sported a Hit-
ler-smiley — the news portal 444.hu report-

Source: youtube.com

ed. They added that for some reason the
MLSZ official responsible must have liked
it so much, he even made the strange scene
a highlighted image of the video in the vid-
eo aggregator of the Association’s YouTube
channel.

After the 444.hu article appeared, the
opening image of the video was changed
and the Hitler-smiley in the video itself was
pixelated.



FURTHER
HATE INCIDENTS

In the course of its monitoring during that do not figure in the statistics either

July 2018, Action and Protection Founda- because they were insignificant, or the an-

tion identified no incidents that belonged in  ti-Semitic intent was not clear enough.

this category, which covers hate incidents
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COMMUNITY NEWS AND RESPONSES

Yossi Amrani: “Hungary is morally
on the right side”
Source: atv.hu; origo.hu

14 and 18 July 2018 Yossi Amrani, Am-
bassador of Israel to Hungary gave an inter-
view to the TV channel ATV. He was asked
about anti-Semitism, and the relationship
between the two countries in light of Viktor
Orban’s expected visit in July. With regards

Source: atv.hu

to the relationship between the countries he
said all the goals set last year had been met.
“The economic, political, and strategic coopera-
tion of the two countries is closer than it has ever
been. Hungary and Israel are allies, partners
and friends.” He added that he was grateful
for Hungary’s support. “And you, as Hungar-
tans, should be proud of the moral stance, the
leadershiyp and courage that your government
and diplomats are showing on the various in-
ternational forums. (...) I think that Hungary is
on the right side morally. I can only be grateful

Jfor this as an Israeli, as the Israeli Ambassador,

and Hungarians can be proud of their govern-
ment for these stands they have taken.”

The internationally held allegation with
regard to Hungary that claims ant-Semi-
tism is rife in the government and in gen-
eral, across the country, was also raised. “/f’
one looks at the surveys, the numbers speak for
themselves. Not a single one of the anti-Semit-
tc manifestations are reported [rom Hungary.
Comparatively, anti-Semitic incidents in liberal
Furopean countries that think very openly are
reported on a daily basis. From free and dem-
ocratic countries tn which, nonetheless, Jews

do not feel safe. But this is not the situation in
Hungary.” He added that there are many Is-
raeli tourists, the largest Jewish community
of Central Europe lives here, who feel safe,
and Jewish cultural life is in bloom. In ex-
planation he said that on all levels of politics
he hears people talking earnestly about the
Judeo-Christian heritage of the country, of
Europe. “In my opinion Hungary has to be on
the side taking the initiative, and not on the de-

Jensive. If someone accuses them of anti-Semi-

tism, they should immediately ask for evidence.”

In regard to Viktor Orban’s visit to Israel,
the Ambassador remarked that he and Net-
anyahu cultivate a close friendship and are
capable of talking for hours between just
the two of them. In his opinion they will be
addressing the global strategic challenges
at this meeting, and how the two countries
could cooperate in these fields.

The Ambassador also gave an interview
to origo.hu. Here the Ferencvaros—Macca-
bi Tel-Aviv football match also came up,
of which he spoke with appreciation. The
Prime Minister’s visit to Israel here was an-
other positive subject, as he considers the
relationship between the two countries ex-
traordinarily good. The Ambassador also
described how he enjoyed living in Hun-
gary, finding it pleasant to work in such
an environment. Responding to the ques-
tion of MHungary’s anti-Semitism, he said:
“Drawing any parallels between European and
Hungarian anti-Semitism is a big mistake. In
Hungary the news does not report anyone being
assaulted for their being Jewish. In contrast, in
a number of Western Furopean countries where
politics do not speak about anti-Semitism, many
such incidents have occurred. The fact that Jews
can feel secure in Hungary is a great achieve-
ment of the country.”



Action and Protection Foundation’s letter
to the Hungarian Media Council

Source: Action and Protection
Foundation

17 July 2018 Action and Protection Foun-
dation (TEV) turned to the President of the
Media Council (NMIHII) and the Board of

Kozlemény

the MTVA with a request to revise their deci-
sion on the appointment of Beatrix Siklosi as
the head of the Cultural channel M5 of Hun-
garian national television. TEV was appalled
to learn of the disappointing news that the
well-known anti-Semitic provocateur was
once again put in a position that in TEV’s
assessment, she is unfit to fill in every way.

One of the most important missions of
MTVA is to present and strengthen the uni-
ty of the nation. Yet this time the activities
of the person appointed to one of the key
positions of the national media agency has
earned the channel a great deal of criticism
already.

According to TEV, the work of Beatrix
Siklosi does not meet the basic profession-
al and ethical principles set out in the Me-
dia Law and the Civil Service Code of the
NMIHH, and so she is unsuitable to lead the
cultural channel M5.

As one of the most important organiza-
tions advocating the interests of the Jewish
community, the Foundation appeals to the
President of the NMIII, to do everything in
her power to overrule the appointment. The
Foundation also turned to the MTVA lead-
ership with a similar appeal, pointing out
that the appointment of Beatrix Siklosi is a
disgrace to the performance of the public
media agency, which symbolizes the unity
of the nation, undermines the institution’s

good reputation, and is an obstacle to its
completion of its mission.

More about Beatrix Siklosi’s appointment
and anti-Semitic manifestations in the past
can be found in the Other News section of
this report.

Slomd Kéves believes the meeting between
prime ministers to be an effective way

to decrease anti-Semitism

Source: fuhu.hu; zoom.hu;
timesofisrael.com; echotv.hu

18 and 23 July 2018 The 7imes of Israel
asked the leaders of the two largest Jew-
ish communities in Hungary, what they
thought of the Prime Minister’s visit to Is-
rael. Andras Heisler, President of Mazsihisz
told the daily
his earlier position — that the Prime Min-

somewhat contradicting

ister’s visit is good news for Jewry. Execu-
tive Rabbi of EMIH, Slomé Koves gave a
statement saying there is no more effective
way to decrease anti-Semitism in the local
population than for the prime minister of
the country to openly praise the Jewish
state and its leader. According to the 7imes
of Israel, recent developments affirm these
tendencies, which have been observed since
Netanyahu’s visit last year. Hungary has re-
peatedly defended Israel in the topmost in-
ternational organizations, and the results of
a lately published survey shows a decrease
of anti-Semitism in the country" with
reference to a volume of studies edited by
Andras Kovacs and lldiko Barna, launched
by our Foundation.

The article goes on to discuss Hunga-

ry’s stand by Israel in the UN and the EU,
George Soros and various views on the gov-
ernment campaign against him, the crum-
bling ties between Israel and the diaspora,
and divisions among Hungarian Jewry.
They added however that the spectacular
connection in Hungarian-Isracli ties may
also have other driving forces. Not only ide-
ological similarities (between the right and
the far-right), but the effort by both prime
ministers to get closer to Trump’s politics.

11 Andras Kovacs and Ildiké Barna, Zsiddk és zsiddsag Magyararszagon 2017-ben [Jews and Jewry in Hungary in 2017], (Budapest: Szombat Publishers, 2018).
The study also makes it clear that in spite decreasing anti-Semitic incidents, in the subjective assessment of the Jewish community the number of such cases is growing.

http://zsido. ik-vagy-nem

i-7sidok-ontimistak-orban-viktor-izrali-latogatasa-elott/
sidok-optimistak-orban-viktor-izraeli-latogatasa-elott/
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In Slomo6 Koves’s assessment on ECHO
TV’s program Napi aktualis (Topical dai-
ly), the large Hungarian delegation’s visit
to Israel last week not only went excellently
but was historic. The leading rabbi of the
Unified Hungarian Jewish Congregation

welcomed the fact that the delegation set

time aside to express their commitment to
standing by the religion — and thereby the

religious value system — with
the Prime Minister paying a
visit to the Chief Rabbi of Isra-
el, and the Wailing Wall in Je-
rusalem. “7These have a symbolic
message and significance that
people in Israel can appreciate,
and I believe it is bound to send a
message in Hungary as well.” In
response Lo a question regard-
ing how Israeli religious lead-

Source: Echo TV

ers see the issue of anti-Semi-
tism in Europe, Slomé Koves explained that
a paradigm switch has occurred. While “the
earlier consensus was that the natural political
allies of the European Jewish community are on
the left-liberal side of politics, what we see today
is that a lefi-wing anti-Semitism has gathered
strength in Furope with a base in the immigrant
communities of Islam fundamentalist back-
ground.”



OFFICIAL AND CIVIL RESPONSES

Viktor Orban: “We now guarantee
every Jewish citizen’s safety”
Source: MTI; index.hu; origo.hu;

168ora.hu

18 July 2018 “We will further strengthen
the [riendship between Israel and Hungary
going forward”, said Prime Minister Viktor
Orban in Jerusalem.

Source: MTI

As a part of his official program in ls-
rael, the Prime Minister planted a tree in
the Grove of Nations and highlighted in his
welcome speech: the basis of this friend-
ship is the Hungarian Jewish community,
which is the largest in Central Europe, the
considerable Hungarian diaspora in Israel,
the legacy of Tivadar Herzl, similar values,
as well as the common goal of safekeeping
peace and security.

The Prime Minister announced: it is the
duty of every political leader to learn from
the mistakes of the past. “We will never for-
get, that the Hungarian government could not
protect its Jewish citizens in days past, but now
we guarantee the safety of every Jewish citi-
zen in Hungary, and there is zero tolerance
Sor anti-Semitism.” He added: they are of-
fering support to rebuild Jewish religious
and cultural life, renovaling synagogues,
supporting schools, organizing cultural
events.

The Hungarian head of government also
recalled: his Israeli colleague visited Buda-
pest for a few days the previous year, which
he is now returning. “There is some signifi-
cance to the fact that this prime ministerial vis-

it s happening on the 70th anniversary of the

Joundation of the State of Israel”, he said.

In the press statement the head of gov-
ernment gave together with Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu he emphasized: they
agree that security is the most important
issue, and every country has the right to
its own security, and a duty to provide its
citizens their safety. Viktor Orban pointed
out: powerful forms of modern-day an-
ti-Semitism have cropped up in Western
Europe, so today we live in times when an-
ti-Semitism is growing in Western Europe
and decreasing in Central Europe.

The Prime minister’s visit to Israel is ad-
dressed at length in the chapter NVews and
Opinions about Anti-Semitism in Hungary —
considering that the visit was an interna-
tional event.

Viktor Orbdan: “Anti-Semitism has
retreated in Central Furope”
Source: kormany.hu

27 July 2018 Viktor Orban gave the Ger-
man newspaper Bild a long interview. He
was asked questions about the refugee is-
sue and its possible solutions as well. Vik-
tor Orban emphasized: for years, Hungary
has taken a stand that the problem should
not be brought to Europe but help that
should be taken where it is needed.

Questions were also raised in the inter-
view about George Soros and anti-Semi-
tism. e replied that in George Soros he
sees an old Hungarian speculator, “a repre-
sentative of casino capitalism, who spends his
money on supporting immigration”. He added,
in his opinion, anti-Semitism “has retreat-
ed in Central Furope, but in Western Furope
it is increasingly expressed in action, in a way
related to immigration”, which he observes
with increasing alarm. e also noted: he
is proud of his campaign on George So-
ros. “We attacked a speculator who finances
migration. We revealed his real intentions to
the Hungarian people. Soros is a Hungarian
person, but he is also criticized heavily in Isra-
el, for example. If he had been a Schwab, we
would have taken the same course of action”,
he explained.
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The Hungarian Prime-Minister’s
Israel visit in the international press

According to the founder of the governing
party of Israel, Viktor Orban’s planned visit to
Israel is whitewashing anti-Semaitism
Source: hirtv.hu; haaretz.com

2 and 19 July 2018 In an overview of the
international press, hirtv.hu presented one
of the articles on an Israeli news website,
IHaaretz. According to /laaretz, Menachem
Begin, founder of the governing party of
Israel and a former prime minister, would
be ashamed to see the current leader of his
party, Benjamin Netanyahu, white-wash the
Hungarian government of the accusation of
anti-Semitism. The Isracli paper considers
the friendship between Netanyahu and Or-
ban as controversial as the relationship es-
tablished with the right-wing Polish govern-
ment. They say that with the three-day visit
of the Hungarian Prime Minister in July,
Netanyahu is giving him the kosher seal.

The same paper dealt emphatically in a
later article with how the Hungarian head
of government listed Miklos Horthy among
the outstanding statesmen of the 20" centu-
ry a few years ago.

Washington Post: Netanyahu is betraying
the history of Israel
Sources: fuhu.hu; washingtonpost.com

14 July 2018 Before Viktor Orban’s July
visit to Jerusalem an opinion piece pub-
lished in the Washington Post asserted that
anti-Semitism does not bother Netanyahu
il it comes from his allies. The article cites
Polish and Hungarian examples.

The evidence, according to the newspa-

. “« 7 LN
per, is that “/lJast year, Netanyahu joined a
Hungarian government propaganda campaign
against billionaire [Hungarian American George

Soros, a Jewish philanthropist and Holocaust
survivor, backing attacks on Soros by Hunga-
ry’s iliberal leader, Vikior Orban, that were
rife with anti-Semitism and xenophobia.” They
add that Netanyahu signed an agreement
with Poland that absolves the Polish people
of'its role in the extermination of its Jewish
population. They point out that though Ne-
tanyahu has been in power for eight years
already, he continues to act as if he could
lose his seal at any moment. Ie acts in his
own interests and aligning with far-right
European governments he has essentially
sold off large chunks of Israeli history. In
exchange, all he asks, is that the other party
does not criticize Israel for its human-rights
violations. This way, if Hungary can be a
key ally, it is possible to turn a blind eye to
blatantly anti-Semitic attacks on Soros. Of
course, this does not mean that the Israe-
li prime minister is anti-Jewish on Zionist
grounds, but he can nevertheless enable
hatred of Jews, or exploit the memory of
the Holocaust in his own interests. By, for
example, accusing those who dare to raise
issues with Israel’s human-rights policies.

Viktor Orbdn visited Israel — Both

a protest and a demonstration were held
Sources: MTI; euronews.com;
izraclinfo.com; szombat.org; hvg.hu;
hirtv.hu; zoom.hu; infovilag.hu;
ujkelet.live; privatbankar.hu;
miniszterelnok.hu; bl.blog.hu

Source: MTI



17-20 July 2018 The Hungarian head of
government arrived in the Jewish state for
a two-day visit. Viktor Orban’s delegation
included four ministers of the Hungarian
cabinet - Bertalan Havasi, the Prime Minis-
ter’s press secretary informed the Hungari-
an News Agency (MTI). The Prime Minister
and his entourage were received by Likud
Minister Ofir Akunis at Tel-Aviv Ben Gu-
rion Airport. e met Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, President Reuven Rivlin,
and Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi David Lau too.
Before returning to Hungary, he also visited
the Wailing Wall. A number of newspapers
did mention additionally that he did not vis-
it Ramallah, the capital of the Palestinian
territories, as is the custom of EU politi-
cians. According to the information of the
Jewish political and cultural paper Szombat,
this is a significant gesture towards the Is-
raeli host. The Hungarian head of govern-
ment is not the first visitor to go against this
custom, The Austrian Chancellor also acted
similarly recently. Only Deputy Prime min-
ister Zsolt Semjén, President of the KDNP
looked up the Church of Nativity in Beth-
lehem, found in the Palestinian territories.

Source: MTI

Both parties assessed the conversation
between the two leaders positively. Ac-
cording to the Prime Minister of Israel, his
country stands in the front line of the battle
against radical Islam, based in Iran. “Zsrael
is defending Lurope. And [ want to thank you
Jor defending Israel”, he turned to his guest.
Viktor Orban replied that he will continue
to fight terrorism and migration, which —in
his opinion - is linked to it. The strength-
ening of economic and other ties between
the two countries also came up during the
meeting.

Netanyahu welcomed his  right-wing
guest, considered a populist by the Jeru-
salem Post, even though Orban had earlier
been criticized in Israel for his statements
regarding certain historical ﬁgures, as in
the case of Miklés Horthy, whom he called
an exceptional statesman last year. Yet un-
der the rule of the Regent, the Nazis had ex-
ecuted 600 thousand of the 800 thousand
Jews populating Hungary — the Jerusalem
Post recounted.

“The meeting can by no means be called sym-
bolic, we are talking about a meeting between
the parties on the highest possible level. Ties are
close between Hungary and Israel, both econom-
tcally and politically”, Maté Szalai, expert at
the Institute for Foreign Affairs and Trade
said to Zoom.hu. In his opinion, the Israeli
government looks upon Fidesz as a partner
in combating anti-Semitism, in spite of its
carlier manifestations.

Source: MTI

The Prime Minister and his delegation
also met Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of lsrael,
David Lau. The meeting was also attended
by Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén,
president of the KDNP, as well as the Exec-
utive Rabbi of the United Hungarian Jewish
Congregation, Slomé Koves, by invitation
of the hosts. The protection, support, and
revival of Hungarian Jewry were the sub-
jects of discussion.

The Chief Rabbi noted with pleasure that
Jewish life is flourishing in Hungary, and
thanked Viktor Orban for the help he gave
in this — as recounted by the Press Chief of
the head of government, Bertalan Havasi.

The Hungarian Prime Minister also
visited Yad Vashem, the Shoah memorial
center, where protesters had announced a
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demonstration. Accounts report that about
20 demonstrators were awaiting Viktor
Orban. For a short while, the protesters
blocked the exit in front of the Prime Min-
ister’s motorcade as it left. The call for the
demonstration had been published in so-
cial media by activists in the name of Am-
nesty International, with the explanation,
among others that in their opinion Viktor
Orban had repeatedly made anti-Semitic,
racist statements, and conducts anti-dem-
ocratic politics.

The call refers to Orban’s speech held a
year ago, in which he expressed his support
and respect for Miklés Horthy, and the elec-
tion and media campaign built on defama-
tion of George Soros, the inauguration of
Nazi and fascist memorials as well as to how
Orban tolerates and supports radical, often
anti-Semitic manifestations within his par-
ty and governing coalition.

Yad Vashem released the following state-
ment in regard to the above accusations:

“The Prime Minister of Hungary is a guest of

the State of Israel. Yad Vashem receives guests
of the State in accordance with the visit plan
compiled by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
which is responsible for official visits to the
State of Israel.” In a statement the institu-
tion released later, the institution said that
during his visit the Prime Minister was
given a comprehensive overview of the co-
operation of Hungarian authorities under
Miklos Horthy, with Nazi Germany.

The lawyer Eitay Mack sent a letter to the
director of the Yad Vashem museum, in
which he called upon the institution not to
receive Orban, because his visit would “soil”
the memory of the Holocaust and is very of-
fensive to both the survivors, and Jewry in
Israel and abroad.

o HMRETZ Accor.ding to ll;}larctz,

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu tried to convince Vik-
tor Orban that Hungary should follow the
example of the United States and move its
embassy to Jerusalem, which would elicit
protests from the Palestinians. During his
two-day visit the Hungarian Prime minis-
ter did not meet Palestinian leaders, a news
Hungarian //ir TV emphasized in its news
report.

A piece by Anshel Pfeffer reporting from
Budapest was also published, opining that
incredible parallels could be discovered
between the two prime ministers, and so
unsurprisingly they have built a strong al-
liance over the last decade, learning new
tricks from each other. “/fyou want to under-
stand Bibi, look at Orbdn. And vice versa”, he
quoted one of the Budapest sources of the
paper, who has spent time with both prime
ministers. According to the correspondent
both leaders believe that their relationship
will be long and exceptionally profitable,
and both would like to remain figureheads
of the new, populist wave of western poli-
tics.

The Jerusalem Post was certainly not as
critical of the Hungarian Prime Minister.
The center-right paper called Viktor Orban
a controversial politician, whose visit had
already been protested by members of the
Israeli opposition earlier. The author of the
piece notes that the Hungarian Prime Min-
ister will not meet Palestinian leaders, but

unusually for visiting heads of government
— he is visiting with the Ashkenazi Chief
Rabbi, David Lau.

In a Twitter post, the chairwoman of
the radical left party Merec, Tamar Zand-
berg expressed her antipathy regarding the
prime-ministerial visit.

Israel Hayom, who is usually rather per-
missive towards Netanyahu, tried to show
how much Orban had done for Israel with
the support of two documents (in English
and Iebrew), noting that he had reopened
synagogues and did not denounce the Unit-
ed States decision to move its embassy to
Jerusalem.

Orban’s Israel visit was
= also addressed by the

Eurhct"f Brussels EU news por-

com tal EurActiv. According
to Ranaan Eliaz’s article
the mere fact of the visit symbolizes a moral
failure and could mean a real threat to Israel.
The author, who leads two organizations en-
gaged in strengthening ties between Europe
and Israel believes: the response given to
immigration in certain parts of Europe is a
brutal reminder of how quickly moral stand-
ards can deteriorate. As far as the situation



of Mungarian Jewry is concerned, it cannot
be considered secure according to the au-

thor, since the anti-Semitic “undertones” of

the Prime Minister mean a threat.

DIE ,..-* The German paper, Die Welt

discussed the reasons for
WE LT good relations between the

two countries. In their opin-
ion, the Jewish state and the Visegrad Four
are following their common interests. The
Tel Aviv correspondent of the German pa-
per, Gil Yaron also reminded readers that
Netanyahu chooses his partners on the ba-
sis of common interests: “Those who share
our values are potential partners”, he said in
an interview he had given the paper earlier.
Orban and Netanyahu both consider Isla-
mism a source of danger, and both have a
predilection for criticizing the EU. At the
same time, he notes that some Israelis are
not pleased to see their head of government
receive a prime minister, who has become
known in Israel primarily by his problemat-
ic statements. On the other hand, Die Welt
reminded its readers that the Hungarian
and lIsracli prime ministers are not only
connected by common interests. Any prime
minister of Israel would be likely to culti-
vate good relations with Hungary, since one
of the largest Jewish communities in Eu-
rope lives there.

According to The New York
,,‘Nﬂll ﬂﬂrk Times the Israeli Prime Min-

ister called Orban Viktor a

Times » :

true friend of the country,
even though some statements of the Hun-
garian politician had created a great up-
roar in lsrael earlier. Such as when he had
praised Horthy and employed anti-Jewish
tropes in the campaign against Soros. They
also mention that a small protest was held
at Yad Vashem Institute. One participant, a
woman survivor of the Holocaust declared
that the Prime minister had no business at
the memorial center. The procession stood
in the way of the motorcade, but the police
disbanded the demonstration.

Emnfrllﬂﬂ _A"ﬂ['mfillt The FAZ arti-

cle asserts that
the Hungarian Prime Minister is often ac-
cused of being an anti-Semite, the Prime
Minister of Israel however spoke once again

of how the Hungarian government is fight-
ing anti-Jewish attitudes and that Jews are
safe in Hungary. This stance is important
for Orban, because he is frequently charged
with holding campaigns rife with anti-Se-
mitic undertones. At the same time the
German author of the seminal book on an-
ti-Semitism instructs caution. According to
Christoph Nonn Orban’s rhetoric stirs up
xenophobia, nationalism, and paranoia, but
is not evidently anti-Semitic. A good reason
not to keep crving wolf.
,f JT[ ﬂ In the Le Monde’s point of
¢ onde view, the Hungarian head
of government’s visit to Jerusalem shows
what strong ties Israel cultivates with those
states it has won for its cause, even though
some of them show signs of anti-Semitism.
Though in Europe, Orban is held to be the
figurehead of the wave of illiberal national-
ism, he is a much-esteemed mediator in the
eyes of Netanyahu. Though zero tolerance
of hate towards Jews has been declared in
Hungary, there has at the same time been a
poster campaign against George Soros, who
is scapegoated by nationalist politics. This
does not raise any concerns with the Israeli
Prime Minister however, since he himself
has an aversion towards the billionaire.
Caution has been the reaction of many
others to the meeting between Viktor Orban
and Benjamin Netanyahu. The two illiberal
leaders sent a message to the world that they
are going their own way, and this also rais-
es a problem, an article that appeared on the
website of Deutsche Welle reads. The author
asks why such a friendly reception is afforded
in Israel to a government leader who seeks to
reinstate a culture of political values from the
early 20th century, reviving such themes in
elements of his anti-Soros campaign. The an-
swer according to this piece is that world pol-
itics is on the brink of fundamental change,
and in the wake of a new balance of power,
new allies are needed. The differences of
world view between the two politicians are
dwarfed by their interests. Furthermore, Ne-
tanyahu and Viktor Orban belong in the cat-
egory of so-called strong leaders, who do not
like the western mode of negotiated handling
of business, and in whose eyes the European
Union is a “symbol of a vanishing world”.
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OTHER NEWS

Ferencodros (F1TC, Fradi) salutes
its founders of Jewish origin
Sources: 24.hu; magyaridok.hu

12 July 2018 The online news portal 24.hu
reported that among the seven founders of
Ferencvaros, the Civie Club, four were of
Jewish origin, while the recent past of the
club had been branded far-right politically.
This view was based on the chanting and
draperies used by some elements of the side
— which had resulted in fines and bans on
the FTC.

In the European League, one of Fradi’s
first matches was against its group member
from Israel, the Maccabi Tel-Aviv. This was
an occasion the Club took advantage of to
remember, an hour and a half before the
starting whistle of the match, as they put
it: “Our own hero —Istodn ‘Potya’ Toth”. The
celebration was held before the match at
the Fradi Museum located in the Groupama
Arena.

This remembrance was a part of the com-
mon initiative by the World Jewish Con-
gress (WJC) and the English Chelsea FC’s
to combat exclusion.

Igor Ujhazi, Coordinator for WIJC an-
ti-Semitism  working group emphasized:
Anti-Sematism is a dangerous phenomenon in
sports, dangerous in society, and is increasing
alarmingly in both areas. It is our responsibility,
Jans and teams alike, 1o order a halt to this.”

A MBI
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They remembered the outstanding player
and first professional coach of Ferencvaros
who took the side of the persecuted in
1944, and along with some associates, res-
cued hundreds of Jews from certain death.
When the Germans discovered Istvan “Pot-
ya” Téth’s rescue mission, they handed him
over to the Arrow-Cross who executed him
during the Budapest siege, just days before
the end to the fighting.

The match itself was actually held under
rather civil conditions. The leaders of the
Hungarian club succeeded in making their
fans understand that even the least scan-
dal could have serious consequences, and
the so-called hard core only engaged in the
encouragement of their own side for the
entire match in exemplary and sportsman-
like fashion. Congratulations were duly
received from FARE — Football Against
Racism in Europe on its social website.
[t deseribes the mood as splendid and ex-
pressed its recognition for how the club
prepared its fans perfectly, thanking FFradi
for its remembrance of Istvan Téth-Potya
on the day of the match, the club’s player
and coach of Jewish origin who died a mar-
tyr’s death.

Beatriz Stklosi appointed head of
M35 television channel
Source: hvg.hu; 444.hu; atv.hu; origo.hu

16-18, 25 July 2018; A few years
ago, Beatrix Siklosi had been re-
called from a position at the head
of the religious programs in Hun-
garian national television, accused
of serious racism and under pres-
sure from leaders of the churches,
though she remained the chief
editor of Hungarian Television’s
(MTVA) featured programs, and
programs on minorities and eth-
nic Hungarians. She has now been
given the position of director of

Hungary’s latest public channel.
Source: MTI



Beatrix Siklosi left the public television
in 2004 in disgrace after having invited the
notoriously Jew hating, multiply sentenced
British historian anti-Semite banned from
Australia David Irving, to the public tele-
vision program Ejjeli menedék (Night-time
retreat) (though in her opinion it was a show
trial, occasioned by her having applied for
the position of director general of public
television). The online news portal 444.hu
added that she broadcast a recording of Ir-
ving’s Hungarian press conference in which
he described the Revolution of 1956 as an
anti-Jewish uprising, with laborers revolt-
ing against the “Jewish government”.

She also made numerous disconcert-
ing statements later (e.g. she once gave a
the

living among us, and the need for “nation-

statement about “anti-Hungarians”

al sell~defense” to fight them). Siklosi has
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Source: 444.hu

frequently shared anti-Semitic, conspiracy
theory-laden, and overall xenophobic and
exclusionist posts on social networks. As an
example, she shared a highly exclusionist
image from the “no israel” group in 2012:
“More than a thousand Jews decended upon
the village in Nyirség County from all parts
of the world....and they are here to stay....
“We consider Beatriz Siklosi’s |...] person un-
acceptable. Her openly exclusionist and anti-Se-
mitic comments, statements, make her unsuitable
and illegitimate to oversee the church-assoctated
programs”, said the protest letter signed by
prominent religious leaders, when Siklosi
was appointed to head the religious pro-

grams of the public television in 2014. Due
to the letter she was finally relieved of the
position she had occupied for two months
but was allowed to remain chief editor of
the minorities and ethnic Hungarian pro-
grams.

In 2012, she became cultural chief advi-
sor Lo the Director General of MTVA, and a
member of the Board of the Tancsics Prize,
then to become chief editor of the minorities
programs in 2014. She has now been given
the directorship of Channel 5. In Siklosi’s
words, “the channel is an initiative of 21st-cen-
tury  Hungarian television  programming in
which special attention must be given 1o the pres-
ervation and use of our mother tongue, passing
down our traditions to our children and grand-
children, as well as to providing quality enter-
tainment to Hungarians in the Carpathian Basin
and the diaspora... We cannot surrender either
our Hungarian roots, our language, our cultural
values, or our Furopean roots of Judeo- Christian
origin! Our mission is to serve these.”

In the press release published in MTI
there is no discussion of Sikldsi’s earlier
issues in MTVA, other than that “Beatrix
Siklosi is a defining personality of Hungarian
media since 1981.”

Responding to questions from atv.hu,
Slomé Koves, Executive Rabbi of the Unit-
ed Hungarian Jewish Congregation said: in
his opinion the appointment of Siklési and
its timing is not unrelated to Viktor Orban’s
upcoming visit to lIsrael. */ am sorry that
there are still many who do not take kindly to the
growing [riendship between the Hungarian goy-
ernment and Israel, and try to resist it by every
means, not shrinking even from provocation.”

On the morning of 18 July, Siklosi was the
guest of Bartok Radio’s morning program,
Muzsikalo reggel (Musical morning). With-
out being asked, Sikl6si reacted to the accu-
sations that had been aimed at her person.
“This accusation of anti-Semitism, which can
be read of everywhere, I want to reject it right
out. 1 think the time has now come in Hunga-
ry when this cannot be employed as a weapon
against people any more”, she firmly declared.
Beatrix Siklosi says all of this will not influ-
ence her in her work, but at the same time it
is very important “not to relativize things, we
should own up to everything in its own beauty”.



24

INCIDENTS — JULY 2018

SSEMITIC HATE

ANTI

The online news portal origo.hu made an
interview with Sikldsi on 25 July. She was
asked about how much is true of the attacks
by the “opposition media”, the accusations
of anti-Semitism. She said she rejects all
such accusations, and then launched into
an explanation: “7his story began with a re-
port I gave of David Iroing’s Budapest press con-
Sference, where actually a number of Hungarian
media organs were present. No conversation or

interview was ever conducted, so no one knows
what I would have even asked.” She added that
this did not necessarily mean she would
have agreed with him. In her opinion “thus
was an attempt at character assassination by the
lefi-liberal camp”.

Our Foundation released a statement in
protest against the appointment of Siklosi,
published in the Community News section of
this monthly report.



ACTION AND PROTECTION
FOUNDATION
LEGAL ACTIONS

Case closed due to laps of period of limitation
Source: Action and Protection
Foundation

13 July 2018 The Police Headquarters of
Nagykata sent us a decision on a procedure
we initiated earlier, in which it decided to
close the procedure as it had lapsed.

On 27 May 2013 our Foundation filed a
complaint because of a study that had been
uploaded to the website of the Tapiobicske
ground organization of Jobbik on 30 May
2011. The anti-Semitic study was titled: “

trianoni nemzetgyilkossag egyetemes hatdsai és
revizigianak stirgetd parancsa” (The universal
effects of the murder of the nation at Trianon
and the urgent dictate for its revision), under
the purported authorship of Andras Siklosi.

The investigation was suspended on 10
April 2014, because the identity of the per-
petrator could not be established. The iden-
tification has since remained inconclusive,
so the Foundation received a notification on
13 July 2018 that the investigation has been
closed due to expiry of the offense’s period
of limitation.

2



26

ANTI-SEMITIC HATE INCIDENTS — JULY 2018

THE MONTH’S CHRONICLE

All the incidents to be found in the report part of the report deals with the given case

are presented chronologically in the table

below. The Category column shows which

No.

=

o

©

10.

11

12.

13.

Date Incident

2 and According to the founder of the governing
19" of Jul party of lsrael, Viktor Orbén’s planned visit fo
i Israel is whitewashing anfi-Semitism

124 of Jul Ferencvéros (FTC, Fradi) salutes
Y its founders of Jewish origin

130 of July Co‘se‘do'sed due fo laps of period
of limitation

14" and Yossi Amrani: “Hungary is morally

18" of July  on the right side”

Washington Post: Netanyahu
b

147 of July is betraying the history of Israel
16-18"; Beatrix Siklési appointed head
25N of July  of M5 felevision channel

174 of Jul Action and Protection Foundation'’s letter
7 tothe Hungarian Media Council

1720t Vikior Orban visited Israel = Both a profest
of July and a demonstration were held
Viktor Orban: "We now guarantee
i
18" of July every Jewish citizen's safety”
" Slomé Kéves believes the meeting between
18" and : - b foc
234 of July prime ministers to be an efrective way fo
decrease anti-Semitism
" of Anti-Semitic assault reported on Facebook
200ty _ glso mentioned by infernational news
b of U MLSZ advertisement showing image
2770ty of fan with a Hitlersmiley T-shirt
27 of Iy Vikior Orban: "Anti-Semitism has

refreated in Central Europe”

in greater detail.

Category

News and Opinions
about Anfi-Semitism
in Hungary

Other News

APF legal Actions

Community News
and Responses

News and Opinions about
Anti-Semitism in Hungary

Other News

Community News
and Responses

Opinions about
Anti-Semitism in Hungary

Official and

Civil Responses

Community News
and Responses

Anti-Semitic Hate Crimes
— Assault

Anti-Semitic Hate Crimes
- Hate Speech

Official and Civil Responses






28

ANTI-SEMITIC HATE INCIDENTS — JULY 2018

CONTACT AND SUPPORT

Action and Protection Foundation is the civil initiative of a number of
Jewish organizations that s ready to take resolute steps fo curh increa-
sing widespread anti-Semitic manifestations.

In case anyone faces insults or anti-Semitic abuse due to a supposed or
real Jewish background, do not remain silent, let us know, so that we can
forward the case through the appropriate channels to the official organs
required to take measures!

Notifications of such incidents are received by the Foundation through any
of the following means:

HOTLINE (+36 1) 510 00 00

The website of Action and Protection Foundation: www.tev.hu/forrodrot
The Facebook page: www.facebook.com/tev-tett-es-vedelem-alapitvany

Action and Protection Foundation’s undertaking can only be successful

if great numbers share in our commitment to prepare the grounds for the
right to fair process for all those who have suffered offenses. In aid of this
cause please support the work of the Foundation with your contribution!
Donations can be made to the Foundation on the following bank account:

13597339-12302010-00037157

Contact details for Action and Protection Foundation
Address: Baross utca 61, 1082 Budapest, HUNGARY
Phone: +36 1267 57 54

+3630 2075130

http://www.tev.hu

info@tev.hu
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