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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

O
One of the most important requirements 
for the struggle against anti-Semitism is an 
investigation of the actual prevalence of an-
ti-Semitism. One of the aims of Action and 
Protection Foundation is to eliminate igno-
rance of this issue. Instrumental in achieving 
this objective is the continuous professional 
monitoring of hate crimes that occur public 
life. The community cannot really be protect-
ed unless current information on anti-Semit-
ic acts and other hate crimes are collected 
and analyzed. Results of the monitoring are 
published, monthly by the Foundation.

The reports deal with two forms of behav-
ior: anti-Semitic hate crimes, and hate-mo-
tivated incidents. The report refers to both 
types of behavior as “hate incidents”. An an-
ti-Semitic hate crime is distinguished from 
other hate crime by possessing an anti-Se-
mitic motive. Anti-Semitic hate crime is a 
violation of criminal law, not all hate-moti-
vated acts are regarded as criminal. Never-
theless, a record of both types of hate inci-
dents is necessary in order to gain a general 
overview.

For the monitoring to have the widest 
possible scope, it is required that a variety of 
sources are used simultaneously. Apart from 
registering the incidents, it is important to 
record their particular characteristics. Date 
recorded includes the incident’s location, 
perpetrator, victim, consequences. Also the 
types of the various incidents are differen-
tiated.

Action and Protection Foundation (APF) 
identified six incidents of anti-Semitic hate 
crime during November monitoring. APF 
classified the incidents as hate speech. On 
his blog, Zsolt Bayer closed one of his re-
cent posts by relativizing the Holocaust. A 
blogger with the pen name “Sodródunk” 
(“Drifting”) has two blogs with the same 
content, full of anti-Semitic publications 
and conspiracy theories. An individual left 
a comment that denied the Holocaust under 
a post on the Sim Shalom Jewish Congrega-
tion’s Facebook page. An unknown individ-
ual created a Facebook page called “Magyar 
Antiszemita Szövetség” (“Hungarian An-
ti-Semitic Alliance”). APF was informed of 
another two anti-Semitic Facebook profiles 
whose walls mostly contains anti-Semitic 
pictures.

Our section titled Further Anti-Semitic 
Hate Incidents includes no news items this 
month. In November 2016, APF had no le-
gal actions instituted or resolved.
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The phenomenon of anti-Semitism is by no 
means new to Hungary. The hate speech 
encountered earlier has however become in-
creasingly dominant in public life. The situa-
tion is further aggravated by the Jobbik Party, 
which openly declares anti-Semitic and racist 
views, having forty-three members of parlia-
ment making hate speech far more ever-pres-
ent in both Parliament and other organized 
events. These circumstances brought Ac-
tion and Protection Foundation into being. 
Among the forms of civil association offered 
by Hungarian law, Action and Protection 
Foundation chose the form of foundation; it 
was registered in November 2012. The Foun-
dation seeks to provide an alternative to the 
ineffectual legal steps taken against deterio-
rating standards of public discourse, exclu-

The Brussels Institute, founded by Action 
and Protection Foundation, carries out 
monitoring of anti-Semitic hate crime in 
accordance with methods worked out and 
proposed by the Organization for Securi-
ty and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). In 
monitoring anti-Semitic phenomena the 
Institute records and analyzes them on 
the basis of information delivered by vari-
ous standardized sources. The monitoring 
process, which categorizes incidents into 
seven different groups, relies on the follow-
ing sources: the sources of the Institute’s 
own Research and Incident Monitoring 
Group, information available in the press 
and public media, and relevant data to be 
found in judicial, criminal and other state 
administrative records in the framework of 
an agreement with these branches of gov-
ernment. The institute has set up a now op-

sion, and the ignorance in which anti-Sem-
itism is rooted, as well as atrocities and hate 
crimes.

U N I T Y

Action and Protection Foundation is a regis-
tered civil organization. Among those actively 
participating in the work of the Foundation 
are status-quo/Chabad EMIH, the reform 
oriented Sim Shalom Progressive Jewish 
Congregation, as well as socially recognized 
emblematic personalities independent of 
these movements. Trustees of the Founda-
tion represent the most important Jewish re-
ligious and cultural movements in Hungary, 
a symbolic expression of the fact that action 
on anti-Semitism is a cause shared by all.

erational HOTLINE that can be reached by 
dialing the number (+36 1) 51 00 000, where 
incidents of anti-Semitic and anti-Jewish 
behavior can be reported.

Beyond regular publication of the 
monthly monitoring reports the Brussels 
Institute’s research plan incorporates a 
comprehensive research project related 
to Jewry—using both quantitative and 
qualitative methods—, as well as a survey 
on the current situation concerning anti-
Semitism that encompasses society as a 
whole. Furthermore, the program includes 
development of a differentiated training 
program that prepares different levels and 
participants of state administration for 
action and appropriate procedure on racist 
and anti-Semitic phenomena, in the form 
of teaching materials for the educational 
system and further training.

ACTION AND PROTECTION FOUNDATION

BRUSSELS INSTITUTE
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ABOUT THE REPORT

General opinion on, and treatment of Hun-
garian anti-Semitism is often unusually ex-
treme. Voices are heard on the one hand, that 
belittle the importance of such offences and 
manifestations. On the other hand, on oc-
casion it may be the case that in relation to 
one-off incidents the image registered is of a 
public life deluged by such incidents. Knowl-
edge of the actual situation is an indispens-
able condition for treatment of the real prob-
lems, which is why Action and Protection 
Foundation considers it its duty to provide as 
comprehensive an overview of the scale of an-
ti-Semitism in Hungary as possible. Monitor-
ing of anti-Semitic hate crimes and incidents1 
is one of the tools of achieving this objective. 
The monitoring results are published by the 
Foundation on a monthly basis. Apart from 
the monthly report, an annual summary re-
view including more detailed analyses on the 
offences committed in the course of the year 
is also prepared.

The fight against hate crimes bears ex-
ceptional importance, because they differ 
from other forms of criminal conduct. These 
crimes may be considered messages of a 
kind, and thus point beyond private actions. 
This additional import becomes manifest in 
various social realms: on the level of the in-
dividual, the group attacked, and of society 
as a whole. The victims may suffer a greater 
psychological and emotional trauma. In the 
case of these crimes not “only” the property, 
or physical integrity of victims is endangered, 
but also their self-respect. These offences 
question the right of the individual to equal-
ity, even of belonging to society itself. It is 
important that in the course of such crimes 
the victims are the target of attacks because 
of some unchangeable characteristic, and for 
this reason may well feel more defenseless. 
The victims are often afraid that they may 

again become victims of further atrocities. 
Inappropriate handling of such incidents 
can easily lead to a secondary victimization 
of the targeted person. This type of crimi-
nal act also has a strong effect on the group 
to which the victim belongs. The victims of 
such crimes are often interchangeable, be-
cause in countless cases the attack does not 
target a certain individual, but anyone who, 
in the given instance, is a member of the 
group under attack. In the event, members of 
the group also become involved emotionally, 
and might live in fear of the future when they 
themselves may become the target of such 
prejudice-motivated crimes. This is especial-
ly true of groups, which have been exposed 
to prejudice for a long time. There is no need 
to justify at length that Jewry belongs among 
such groups. These crimes violate the norm 
that holds the members of society equal. 
Inadequate handling of such incidents can 
have grave consequences for the whole of so-
ciety. It may on the one hand, encourage the 
perpetrators, or even others to commit fur-
ther crimes in the same mold. On the other, it 
significantly diminishes the cohesive power 
of society (Levin and McDevitt 1999, 92–93; 
OSCE/ODIHR 2009a, 19–21; OSCE/ODIHR 
2009b, 17–18; Perry 2001, 10). 

It may be stated in general that fewer hate 
crimes are reported, and in the event docu-
mented, than are committed. Victims often 
do not report them to the police. A number 
of reasons may cause this implicitly. Firstly, 
many do not feel assured that the author-
ities will treat these incidents adequately, 
either because they are not sufficiently pre-
pared, or due to prejudice. Certainly there 
are many victims who are not clear about the 
applicable legal regulations. Victims may feel 
shame, or fear that one of their concealed 
traits will be exposed. Lesser categorizations 

1 See detailed definitions in the Methodology section.
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of the crimes are also frequent, where of-
ficial authorities do not establish the hate-
crime motivation. It is civil organizations 
that can help remedy these problems. Co-
operation with state organs—such as the 
police, or the Public Prosecutor’s office—
may be particularly beneficial.2 Reports 
prepared by civil organizations can be ex-
pedient in alerting the official authorities to 
hate motivated crimes in the country. Long-
term tendencies can be outlined on the ba-
sis of the collected data. Civil organizations 
can help in setting particular cases on track 
for legal process, may provide legal defense 
for the victims, and give various other forms 
of aid. These organizations may also serve 
as intermediaries between the victims and 
the police (OSCE/ODIHR 2009b, 34–36).

2 A great example of the above can be found in the Community Security Trust (CST) and cooperation between the London and the Manchester police forces. (CST 2013)
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METHODOLOGY

The report deals with two types of offence: 
hate crimes and hate motivated incidents. 
These are defined by EBESZ as follows3 
(OSCE/ODIHR 2009b, 15–16):

• hate crime: a crime as defined by the 
criminal code, which has been motivat-
ed by prejudice against a certain group 
of people4

• hate-motivated incident: an offence, 
also based on prejudice against a cer-
tain group of people, but not reaching 
the level of criminal conduct.

The heightened importance of individu-
al hate crimes is indicated by the fact that 
the criminal code of numerous countries 
deals with these cases separately. Hungar-
ian criminal legislation identifies two forms 
of hate crime: violent offences committed 
against the member of a group, and incite-
ment to hatred of a community. The recent-
ly adopted Criminal Code (Act C of 2012) 
deals with these in Chapter XXI, Para-
graph 216, on crimes against human dignity 
and certain basic rights, as well as Chapter 
XXXII, Paragraph 332, on crimes against 
public peace. The crime of violence against 
a member of a group may be established if 
the perpetrator assaults or otherwise co-
erces the victim, because they belong to a 
protected group. Additionally, this is also 
the case if the perpetrator demonstrates 
provocative behavior against a communi-
ty that is apt to cause alarm. The crime is 
only affected if there is a concrete victim. 
Incitement against a community most of-
ten means hate speech, and it can only be 
defined as such on the condition that it is 
committed in public. Incitement to hate 
crimes does not target concrete individuals 
but a group of people. It is important to add 

that other crimes may also be categorized 
as having been committed on racist mo-
tives. In such cases the courts must pass a 
heavier sentence5 (TASZ 2012, 3–4). Apart 
from these, Paragraph 333 of the Criminal 
Code also describes the crime of denial of 
the crimes of the National Socialist regime. 
Furthermore, Paragraph 335 bans the dis-
tribution and use in wide public, or public 
display of the symbols of various autocratic 
regimes (among them the swastika, the SS 
insignia, arrow-cross).

Detailed descriptions of approaches to, 
and recent tendencies in the definition of 
hate incidents can be found in our May Re-
port. The report also cites the findings of 
literature in this field internationally. The 
present report presents hate crimes and 
hate incidents motivated by anti-Semitism, 
wherever perpetrator, target, means or mes-
sage of a case suggest it. The target may be 
a person, a group, an event, a building, a 
monument or other property. It is import-
ant however, that anti-Semitic motivation 
can only be spoken of if the perpetrator 
chose the given target expressly because 
it was assumed to belong to Jewry. In this 
context it is not finally relevant whether 
the assumption is correct: the belief of the 
target’s connection to Jewry is sufficient. 
In the course of monitoring, on one hand, 
all incidents that fall in the category of hate 
crime are considered hate incidents. These 
may be crimes identified as such by the 
Criminal Code (violent assault of a mem-
ber of a community, incitement to hatred 
of a community, denial of the crimes of the 
national socialist regime, use of symbols 
of autocratic regimes), but can also include 
other acts mentioned in the Criminal Code, 
if prejudice can be proven as a motivating 
factor. When identifying hate incidents, 

3 The scientific definition of hate crimes is extremely contradictory and divergent (for more on this, see Chakraborti and Garland 2009, 4–7). These definitions can serve as important addenda to an understanding of these crimes, 
  however they are difficult to apply in practice. This is what made the creation of simpler, more practical definitions necessary.
4 For example, on these grounds the OSCE does not consider hate speech a hate crime, since the given behavior would not count as criminal without the motive of prejudice (OSCE/ODIHR 2009a, 24).
  For our approach in dealing with this, see below.
5 The Criminal Code does not include racist motives verbatim, but for example the case of “contemptible motive” is fulfilled, if someone commits a crime out of such a motivation.
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various indicators recorded during the mon-
itoring period6 are used as the basis for ex-
amining whether the given action could have 
been motivated by anti-Semitism. 

For the widest possible scope in monitor-
ing anti-Semitic hate incidents the simulta-
neous use of a variety of sources is required. 
The victims’ filed reports are of especially 
great importance to this study. If the victim 
cannot, or does not want to file a report with 
the Brussels Institute, the involvement of an 
intermediary may be facilitated to gain in-
formation. Such an intermediary may be a 
family member, acquaintance of the victim, 
a witness of the incident or another civil or-
ganization. The earlier mentioned 24-hours-
a-day Hotline operated by the Foundation 
serves to ease the passage of reports. Addi-
tionally there are options for online filing of 
reports, which allow even greater anonymity 
for the person placing the report.

It is a declared objective of the Founda-
tion to keep in touch with the authorities, 
since they are the most likely to be first ap-
proached by victims or witnesses. 

A variety of media channels also repre-
sent important sources: television, radio, as 
well as the printed and online versions of the 
press. An essential segment of the report is 
composed of monitoring the expressions of, 
so called, online hatred, which seems cur-
rently to have become an ever-increasing 
threat.

Monitoring of these media channels is 
covered in part by a paid team of experts 
within a professional framework, while vol-
unteers are involved additionally in the me-
dia watch, sending information gained on to 
the Brussels Institute for processing. It is an 
aim to cover an increasingly large segment 
of the media with continuous monitoring. 
Monitoring extends to roughly all receivable 
TV and radio stations, all the printed press 
with high print-runs, as well as online mate-
rial not only on news portals, but the social 
networking pages and extreme, hate inciting 
websites. The monitoring process is carried 
through systematically, according to precise-
ly prepared standards.

Among the monitored hate incidents there 
are some that are considered a part of the 
statistics, but there are also some that are 
recorded, though not counted as part of the 
statistics.7

The criteria for hate incidents that are in-
cluded in the statistics follow:

• Only hate incidents that occurred 
in Hungary; no matter whether the 
victim is a Hungarian citizen or not 

• Any action, incident, atrocity that 
is aimed at Jewish individuals, or-
ganizations or property where an 
anti-Semitic intent or content can 
be proven, or if the victim was at-
tacked for being Jewish or due to an 
assumed Jewish identity 

• Deliberate and wanton impairment 
of any Jewish institution or build-
ing (even if no further, explicit an-
ti-Semitic message was paired with 
the vandalism [for example, a Jewish 
synagogue’s window is broken with 
a stone])

• Anti-Semitic comments that have 
been reported to Action and Protec-
tion Foundation appearing on blogs, 
fora, community pages

• Anti-Semitic and neo-Nazi material 
delivered to particular Jewish indi-
viduals, Jewish organizations, insti-
tutions

• Anti-Semitic and neo-Nazi material 
deposited at Jewish-owned property, 
Jewish organizations, institutions

• Criticism related to Israel and Zi-
onism, if they go beyond a political 
statement and serve to recall tradi-
tional anti-Jewish stereotypes

• Events apt to raise fear among Jews.

Hate incidents that are not accounted for in 
the statistics:
• Anti-Semitic hate incidents that are re-

lated to Hungary and Hungarian Jew-
ry, but for some reason do not belong to 
the scope of the statistics (e.g., they did 
not occur in Hungary)

6 These are described in the Methods section.
7 The following were used to develop these criteria: ADL 2012, CST 2013
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• Expressions of hate that appear regu-
larly on homepages, in comments and 
online fora, and have not been person-
ally reported to Action and Protection 
Foundation.

A number of the aspects of the registered 
incidents are recorded. The indicators that 
help decide whether a given incident was 
motivated by prejudice have been men-
tioned earlier. These indicators pertain to 
various characteristics of the perpetrator, 
data concerning the victim, the time and 
location of the incident. These are record-
ed in the course of collection of data. Tabs 
are kept on whether incidents had any, and 
if so, what sort of—possibly legal—conse-
quences.

Apart from registering incidents, it is 
also important to capture the qualitative 
differentials between them. The typifica-
tion of cases is carried out in two ways. Ac-
cording to one of the systems of categoriza-
tion the following types are differentiated: 
incitement against members of a communi-
ty, violence against members of a communi-
ty, use of symbols of autocratic regimes, and 
Holocaust denial.

Based on the Facing Facts! Guidelines, sev-
en types of incidents are differentiated as 
follows (CEJI 2012, 10–12):

• Homicide: any attack on a person 
that causes loss of life

• Extreme physical violence
• Any attack on a person that po-

tentially causes serious bodily 
harm 

• Any attack involving weapons, 
or other tools that can cause 
bodily harm

• Any attack on property, where 
there is a potential for the peo-
ple occupying the property to 
be killed

• Bombs and letter bombs
• Kidnapping

• Assault
• Any physical attack against a 

person or people, which does 
not pose a threat to their life 
and is not serious

• Attempted assault, which fails 
due to self-defense, or if the 
victim runs away

• Throwing objects at a person 
or people, including where the 
object misses its target

• Damage to property
• Any physical attack directed 

against property, which is not 
life-threatening

• Desecration of property
• Arson attacks on property 

where there is not threat to life, 
failed attempts at arson

• Threats
• Any clear and specific threat, 

whether verbal or written
• Any “bomb” which is assessed 

to be a hoax
• Stalking
• Defamation

• Hate speech
• Public hate speech
• Hate speech channeled via the 

internet and social media
• Abusive behavior
• Abusive literature sent to more 

than one person
• In literature and music

• Discriminatory incidents

Placing hate incidents in context is also a 
priority. These actions do not exist in emp-
ty space and are by no means independent 
of the social and cultural environs in which 
they occur. The dynamics of these incidents 
is also of importance: often processes, rather 
than separately occurring events can be spo-
ken of (Perry 2001, 8). Apart from the static 
data, short descriptions of each event are also 
published, which aid understanding of the 
environment surrounding the incident.8 In 
presenting time lines, attention will always be 
given to showing the dynamics of the events.

8 These descriptions in particular are held to be a most positive aspect of the Anti-Defamation League reports by Perry (2001, 18).
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ANTI-SEMITIC HATE CRIMES
– NOVEMBER 2016

APF identified six incidents of anti-Semitic 
hate crime during November monitoring. 
APF classified the incidents as hate speech.

H A T E  S P E E C H

Zsolt Bayer published a hate speech 
opinion piece
Source: tev.hu; egipatrona.hu
11 November 2016

On his blog, Zsolt Bayer referred to Pál 
Dániel Rényi’s 444.hu article about Rét-
vári Bence’s (KDNP) proposal in regards to 
the persecution of Christians. Rényi wrote 
that, by the proposal, the Hungarian gov-
ernment would label the persecution of 
Christians as genocide. He also presented 
some steps taken against the persecution 
of Christians, and implied that these have 
been somewhat inefficient. Bayer’s piece 
was a reaction to this article, the publicist 
wrote that Rényi “came from a rather in-
teresting family and he finally found his 
success in the cesspit of 444.hu.” Bayer saw 
no big difference between recent attacks on 
Christians in the Middle East and the Jew-
ish Holocaust. He finished off his piece by 
relativizing the Holocaust: “Or you, Rényi, 
and all the miserable people with views like 
yours, do you really think that suffering, 
genocide, sacrifice and execution for one’s 
religion and heritage will be Jewish privi-
leges for good? In the past, the present and 
the future? You are wrong, Rényi!”

In APF’s opinion, the closing sentence 
is dangerous because there is an accusa-
tion behind the words, an accusation that 
Jews demand certain privileges because 
of the Holocaust and they show no respect 
towards the suffering of other people and 
other ethnic groups. His words make a 
clear generalization and a collective judg-
ment.

Anti- Semitic blogger
Source: Action and Protection Foundation; visza-
vzsodor.blogspot.hu; fenyesszelek.blogspot.hu
22 November 2016

APF was informed of a blog with anti-Se-
mitic publications. The actual post we were 
notified of is from 2014 but the blog is still 
active today. It mostly shares, adapts and 
refers to articles from kuruc.info and other 
well-known fake news websites – like natu-
rahirek.com. The content of the articles 
is strongly anti-Semitic, and they usually 
present highly unrealistic themes – accord-
ing to one article, for example, McDonald’s 
uses missing children as ingredients to 
their hamburger meat…

The blogger does not use his or her real 
name, but has been been writing the ar-
ticles under the pen name “Sodródunk” 
(“Drifting”) since April 2011. According to 
his or her profile on Blogger.com, he or she 
operates two blogs with exactly the same 
content.

APF is acquiring the necessary data and 
information, and we will press charges in 
due course.

Holocaust-denying Facebook comment
Source: Action and Protection Foundation; 
Sim Salom Jewish Congregation
23 November 2016

APF was informed that Facebook user Pi-
roska Soproni made a comment that denies 
the Holocaust on a post on Sim Salom Jew-
ish Congregation’s Facebook profile. The 
post was part of a series of article which in-
terview women involved in Jewish commu-
nity and religious life about whether they 
think the equality of women is necessary in 
Hungarian Neolog Judaism. The president 
of the synagogue at the Budapest University 
of Jewish Studies, Magda Vadász, was inter-
viewed in the article. Its title was Freedom 
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should be provided to every trend of Judaism. 
Piroska Soproni’s reaction to the post was:

“Provide freedom to your motherfuckers 
filthy Jews. Feel free to go back to Israel and 
there you may bark about your free space. 
It’s not enough that we pay your Holohoax, 
you want more.”

Piroska Soproni’s Facebook wall mainly 
includes anti-Semitic posts, and reshares 
of her own posts. APF is now acquiring the 
necessary data and information, and we will 
press charges in due course.

Anti-Semitic Facebook users
Source: Action and Protection Foundation; 
Facebook
28 November 2016

APF was informed of a profile on Facebook 
with anti-Semitic posts and an identifying 
name. The profile was named the Hungari-
an Anti-Semitic Alliance. Its profile picture 
was a caption of “Fuck You Israel” and a 
Star of David crossed out in red. The latest 
post was about a well-known person of Jew-
ish heritage including the following com-
ment: “the physical appearance of this race 
is so wizened per se (…) give them prison 
clothes and there you have a terrible “Holo-
caust-photo”.

Comments on the page included some 
that said the pure existence of the user was 
“horrendous and shameful”.

APF acquired the necessary data and in-
formation about the Facebook profile, but 
it has been unavailable since 4 p.m. on 28 
November 2016.

Anti-Semitic Facebook users
Source: Action and Protection Foundation
29 November 2016

APF encountered numerous anti-Semitic 
profiles during our monitoring activity in 
November. Facebook user L. Szabó, for ex-
ample, shared an altered picture of the well-

known gate from the Jurassic Park movie on 
10 June 2016. The picture includes a caption 
of “Auswitz” (sic) and the following sentence: 
“Unfortunately, because of the migrants, 
Jurassic Park had to be emptied and turned 
into a camp for migrants!”. The picture also 
depicts an outraged dinosaur swearing. The 
post and the caption in the picture are not 
very coherent and contain grammatical 
errors, yet we still consider them anti-Se-
mitic and inflammatory. The reason is that 
the user had previously published similar 
posts. He made fun of Auschwitz, and there-
fore the Holocaust. Another post of Szabó 
described Jews as a group of people who 
threaten the world and cause the “destruc-
tion of wealth”. These were shared as views 
attributed to Ferenc Kölcsey, or at least, 
they were presented along with a picture 
of Kölcsey. In addition, there are pictures 
of banned totalitarian symbols and arrow 
crosses on Szabó’s profile. APF is now ac-
quiring the necessary data and information 
and we will press charges in due course.

Anti-Semitic Facebook users
Source: Action and Protection Foundation
29 November 2016

 APF was informed of another anti-Semitic 
profile. Facebook user Imre D. published a 
picture depicting the entrance of the Aus-
chwitz-Birkenau camp with the following 
caption: “everyone leaves from different 
platforms, everyone travels on different 
tracks and everyone has a final destina-



14

A
N

T
I-

S
E

M
IT

IC
 H

A
T

E
 I

N
C

ID
E

N
T

S
 —

 N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

16

tion.” The post is rather inappropriate, but 
not necessarily anti-Semitic. However, the 
user – who describes himself a “Jew hunt-
er” – published numerous aggressive and 
bigoted posts, one of which resulted in D. 
being banned from Facebook for a period of 
time. His profile picture is also informative. 
It depicts the Hungarian tricolor with the 
caption of “I am Hungarian, not Roma or 
Jewish.”

FURTHER ANTI-SEMITIC 
HATE INCIDENTS

During November monitoring, APF did not 
identify any incidents of anti-Semitic hate 
crime that we would not include in our most 
recent statistics. Therefore, this section in-
cludes no incidents this month.
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Stolpersteine laid in Zalaegerszeg
Source: magyarhirlap.hu; zaol.hu
21 November 2016

A stolperstein was laid in front of Zrínyi Miklós 
Secondary School in Zalaegerszeg commem-
orating seven students deported in 1944 who 
later died in a concentration camp. One of 
the students’ former classmates initiated the 
placement of the stolperstein. In his speech 
at the laying of the stolperstein, President of 
the Hungarian Jewish Cultural Association 
(Mazsike) Péter Kirschner recalled that “all 
hatred, discrimination, stigmatization” start-
ed in the schools those days, and this is why 
today’s students should never be indifferent 
towards such issues. Deputy mayor of Zalae-
gerszeg Tibor Vadvári also gave a speech, he 
said that stolpersteine are generally laid at the 
last place of residency of the deported. This 
stolperstein is, however, laid in front of the 
late students’ secondary school, their names 
and the year of their deportation are marked 
on the brass plate of the cobblestone-size con-
crete cube. Vadvári added that these stones 
serve as continuous warnings and reminders 
against indifference and forgetting, and they 
remind us that everyone shall reject violence.

At the commemoration, the former class-
mate Imre Andor, who initiated the place-
ment of the stones and survived the Holo-
caust himself, drew attention to the fact that 
millions of people lost their lives and the Ho-
locaust “nearly eradicated all Jews from the 
countryside.”

APF takes part in the fight against 
radicalization
Source: Action and Protection Foundation; 
uni-nke.hu
24-25 November 2016

APF participates in building and operating 
a Hungarian network of the Radicalization 

Awareness Network (RAN) launched by the 
European Commission. The first local net-
work was established in September 2016 as 
a result of the initiative taken jointly by the 
Institute of National Security at the National 
University of Public Service and the Migra-
tion Research Institute.

In recent years, RAN has managed to 
involve over 800 practitioners in European 
and international exchange of experience by 
providing good practice to prevent radical-
ization that may lead to extreme acts of vio-
lence. Practitioners of the network represent 
all the fields that are essential in prevention, 
and the diversity of these fields highlight the 
network’s interdisciplinary approach to pre-
vention.

The Hungarian network aims to tackle 
radicalization on a national stage. It wishes 
to examine and apply the complex criteria of 
preventing violent radicalization. Serving as a 
research group, a platform of new ideas, and 
a workgroup that meets on a regular basis, 
the network also wants to provide the profes-
sional community with scientific basis and a 
continuously growing repository, as well as to 
launch teaching materials applicable in Hun-
gary to strengthen the necessary inter-pro-
fessional cooperation.

On behalf of APF, our Research Manag-
er Krisztián Nádasi attended the so-called 
“Train-the-trainer” workshop of RAN held 
on 24 and 25 November. The program mainly 
focused on indicators and motivating factors 
behind radicalization and the various ways to 
notice these. It discussed strategies to prevent 
and redress radicalization through inter-pro-
fessional cooperation.

On the Hungarian RAN’s initiative, the 
National University of Public Service orga-
nizes a conference on the prevention of ex-
treme radicalization. The conference will be 
held on 7-8 December and will be attended 
by APF.

COMMUNITY NEWS AND RESPONSES
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Dániel Bodnár: cooperation 
between Jobbik and the opposition 
is unacceptable
Source: 888.hu
28 November 2016

Chairman of the Board of Trustees (APF) 
Dániel Bodnár gave an interview about 
Jobbik, its new political direction and an-
ti-Semitism in general to online news por-
tal 888.hu. Bodnár said that “with regards 
to the international standing and the gen-
eral political quality of Hungary,  processes 
emerging in certain circles today are ex-
tremely dangerous. Especially the cooper-
ation between Jobbik and parties of the op-
position.” In Bodnár’s opinion, Jobbik has 
not changed at all: “Jobbik pretends as if its 
previous, anti-Semitic views and comments 
did not exist. Yet, this is only the surface of 
the situation, as it only reflects their activi-
ties in Budapest and in ‘high politics’ (...). In 
the countryside, we have different experi-
ences of Jobbik bodies, meetings and events 
because our colleagues attend these as au-
dience and are therefore able to obtain and 

analyze first-hand information. Their local 
politics and tone are still based on the same 
radical and anti-Semitic rhetoric and con-
spiracy theories as they used to be.” Bod-
nár also talked about the appearance of an-
ti-Semitism, and the research conducted by 
APF which demonstrates that “among Job-
bik voters, the ratio of people with anti-Se-
mitic views and of potential sympathizers is 
about double that of mainstream parties.” 
In an answer to a question, Bodnár also 
noted that “the anti-Semitism that Jobbik 
generates affects society as a whole. It leads 
to certain consequences, such as broader 
acceptance among broader circles of society 
for some of Jobbik statements. (…) State-
ments like the Holocaust never happened, 
or that Hungarian Jews are more loyal to 
Israel than to Hungary. Ten years ago, these 
statements would have been unacceptable, 
yet they enjoy greater acceptance day by 
day.” On the other hand, Bodnár added that 
“overall, the degree of anti-Semitism in 
Hungary did not deteriorate over the past 
three years. This is especially remarkable 
when compared to other countries.”

OFFICIAL AND CIVIL RESPONSES

APF did not identify any events during No-
vember 2016 monitoring that would be in-
cluded in this section.
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NEWS AND OPINIONS ABOUT 
ANTI-SEMITISM IN HUNGARY

Welsh authorities investigate into a 
neo-Nazi band and their concert in 
Budapest
Source: hir24.hu; 444.hu; dailystar.co.uk
6 November 2016

Hungarian media also reported that a couple 
from Wales (UK) traveled to Budapest. Their 
visit – which was not their first trip to Hun-
gary – attracted the attention of authorities 
because of their openly hate-filled neo-Nazi 
and pro-Holocaust band called Redneck 28. 
The husband is the singer of the band, while 
his wife plays the drums. It was a YouTube 
video – now unavailable – that caught the po-
lice’s attention because it captured the couple 
playing one of their songs, with the husband 
singing in a white Ku Klux Klan robe. The 
video was taken at a concert held in Budapest 
in July.

According to mirror.co.uk, the couple 
had already performed in Budapest in the 
summer of 2015, then they were invited to 
perform by the so-called Blood and Honour 
organization.



OTHER
NEWS

Articles about the murder in Bőny 
and the Hungarian extreme right in 
Spiegel Online
Source: MTI
Berlin, 1 November 2016

In his article titled “Neo-Nazis are raging, 
Orbán is silent”, Keno Verseck highlighted 
that a “neo-Nazi murder” against a police-
man aroused Hungary, and the incident 
pointed out that “militant right-wing ex-
tremists” pose a growing problem. Verseck 
noted that “an extremely militant, far-right 
subculture has developed” in Hungary, and 
the state “does nothing about” the tenden-
cies towards vigilatism. Jobbik belonged 
to this subculture for a long time, and al-
though they now try to transform into a 
people’s party, party president Gábor Vona 
is still in contact with the “militant spec-
trum”. The article also reported that while 
Jobbik is becoming more centrist to obtain 
new voters, Fidesz is shifting towards the 
far-right for the same reasons.

Jobbik office vandalized by unknown 
individuals
Source: vaol.hu; alfahir.hu
2 November 2016

Unknown individuals painted a swasti-
ka and the caption “Don’t be so Hungari-
an white gypo” on the office of the Jobbik 
Committee in Vas County. President of the 
committee pressed charges for vandalism 
and use of banned totalitarian symbols.

Although we were unable to identify the 
motivation behind the act, it is classified as 
hate speech, even if Jobbik is targeted this 
time – and regardless the fact that they have 
made multiple statements that fall into the 
category of hate speech. APF condemns all 
forms of incitement to hatred.

András Pungor’s 
opinion piece in 168 óra
Source: 168ora.hu
11 November 2016

Political journalist András Pungor published 
an article titled “Barátok közt” (“Among 
Friends”). The title refers to the extreme re-
lationship between Jobbik and Gábor Vona, 
on one side, and Zsolt Tyirityán, on the other. 
Vona once called Tyirityán – the person “who 
considers himself a Nazi”, who is well-known 
for his famously extreme, xenophobic and 
anti-Semitic organization called Betyársereg 
(Highwayman Army) and for formerly being 
a member of Blood and Honour and the Hun-
garian National Front – his friend. Pungor 
wrote that “I do not befriend Nazis. This is a 
thesis statement of modern democracies. (…) 
because there is nothing lovable in a person 
who believes some people are inferior to oth-
ers and wants to slaughter people if their col-
or, religion or heritage is different from his or 
hers.” Pungor also wrote about the Highway-
man Army’s march in the countryside trying 
to intimidate the Roma and firing shots, the 
fact that members of the organization have 
Nazi tattoos, they publish anti-Semitic posts 
and posts praising Hitler on social network-
ing sites, and he also mentioned their Rus-
sian connections and connections with the 
Hungarian National Front.

With regards to Jobbik becoming a peo-
ple’s party, Pungor finished his article by 
saying that “If you ask them whether they are 
Nazis, they smile and answer like politicians: 
is this what a Nazi looks like? Why not? It’s 
possible. And cyan is also more edible when 
it is sugar-coated.”
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Interview with Zsolt Tyirityán on 
24.hu
Source: 24.hu; 
22 November 2016

24.hu published a two-part interview with the 
openly anti-Semitic and xenophobic leader of 
the Highwayman Army Zsolt Tyirityán. In an 
answer given to a question at the beginning 
of the interview, Tyirityán said he was not a 
Nazi – even though he had described himself 
as one  previously. Tyirityán noted that “I 
said I have racial awareness, a national iden-
tity, and I am socially sensitive. I added that 
I reject deviant behavior and that I am not 
an atheist. Following this introduction, I am 
usually called a Nazi. (…) I consider myself 
a patriot with strong racial awareness”. He 
talked about the Nazi network called Blood 
and Honour, the commemoration held on 
the Day of Honor, and about the Hungarian 
National Front. Tyirityán was a member of 
the latter for years, and he thinks highly of 
its previous leader, Győrkös. According to 
Tyirityán, Győrkös (who shot a police officer 
to death in Bőny) is “a deeply religious, fam-
ily-loving real patriot”. In relation to the ho-
micide, Tyirityán stated that “some people at 
the National Bureau of Investigation wanted 
to provoke some self-serving fake outrage, 
and it resulted in a catastrophe”. In the sec-
ond part of the interview, Tyirityán talked 
about the Highwayman Army, that it has 
approximately four hundred members, but 
he believes it has “tens of thousands” of sup-
porters on a national level. The interviewer 
asked him about his relation to Jobbik and 
Gábor Vona, Tyirityán said they sustained 
“a friendship based on mutual respect”. His 
closing thought was that the Highwayman 
Army and he also are preparing for war: 
“Everyone is preparing for war. In view of 
Europe and the global political trends, a war 
is a realistic possibility today. I have not no-
ticed that world peace was achieved.”

Lead singer of Tankcsapda snapped 
wearing a jacket with SS insignia
Source: index.hu
22 November 2016
According to an article published by In-

dex, lead singer of Tankcsapda Laci Lukács 
was snapped wearing a jacket with an SS 
Totenkopf insignia on it. The well-known 
insignia, commonly called the “totenkopf” 
(“death’s head” in German), was the insig-
nia of the SS Panzer Division Totenkopf, 
which was one of the 38 divisions of the 
Waffen-SS. With regards to Lukács’ choice 
of clothing, the author wrote that “For some 
reason, skulls haven’t yet disappeared from 
the main, identifying visual elements of 
metal and rock aesthetics. It was probably 
this, being a football fan from Debrecen, 
and the lack of knowledge about certain 
events of world history that played a role 
(…)” It is worth mentioning that Tankcsap-
da gave a concert in Tel Aviv in 2015, after 
which the band received a number of an-
ti-Semitic comments. Laci Lukács, then, 
distanced himself from the comments and 
said “our work has always been free from 
political and ideological affiliations.” 

APF believes that the choice of clothing 
– and thereby the choice of symbol, too – 
are unfortunate but there was no anti-Se-
mitic intent behind them.

New Israeli Ambassador 
arrived in Budapest
Source: MTI; atv.hu 
23 November 2016

The new Israeli Ambassador to Hungary 
Yosef Amrani’s key priority is bringing a 
message of cooperation to Hungarians and 
to his elected leadership. He also wants to 
increase the number of academic and sci-
entific exchange programs, and wishes to 
strengthen the economic cooperation be-
tween Hungary and Israel by acting in the 
interest of both countries – the delegation 
told MTI on Wednesday 23 November, after 
the diplomat delivered his credentials to the 
President of Hungary János Áder.

Yosef Amrani said it was an honor and 
responsibility to represent his country as 
Ambassador and thereby contribute to the 
development of relations between the two 
countries. Ambassador Amrani also noted 
that Hungary and Israel are linked by his-
tory, the legacy of Jews in Hungary, and the 
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tory, the legacy of Jews in Hungary, and the 
countries’ mutual commitment to sustain 
peace, safety, stability and welfare in the re-
gion and the world.

The new Ambassador highlighted that 
the 20th-century tragedy of Jewish people in 
Europe and Hungary shall always be remem-
bered, and that “history should serve us not 
as a barrier, but a moral and political com-
pass”. Amrani stressed that “exploring the 
great richness of culture and life that Hun-
gary presents”, as well as the opportunities 
arising from these are both honorable and 
challenging for him.

The previous Israeli Ambassador Ilan Mor 
delivered his credentials five years ago, in fall 
201

“Holokamu” subpage 
of kuruc.info still accessible
Source: atv.hu
25 November 2016

Partly as a result of APF’s efforts, atv.hu 
published articles reporting that although 
the Pest Central District Court ordered the 
so-called “holokamu” (“holohoax”) subpage 
of kuruc.info be terminally inaccessible, the 
page is still active and published another ar-

ticle on 10 November 2016 titled “From Aus-
chwitz to a fashion magazine – Acting as if 
they were exterminated has been profitable 
for Sauls for over 70 years.” Atv.hu noted that 
in 2013, Tamás Deutsch gave the Hungarian 
prosecutor’s office a 72-hour ultimatum to 
“finally fulfill its legal obligations” and elim-
inate Kuruc.info once and for all. However, 
despite the fact that the Treaty on Mutual 
Assistance in Criminal Matters between the 
U.S. and Hungary is effective and binding, 
“American prosecution and courts did not 
cooperate with Hungarian law enforcement 
agencies”, therefore the openly neo-Nazi web-
site has not been made inaccessible. Atv.hu 
also mentioned the incident that – thanks to 
APF’s actions – “while the “holokamu” sub-
page is still active and continuously questions 
the Holocaust, the Esztergom District Court 
fined a man from Dömös HUF 800,000 for 
Holocaust-denial because he had used the 
term “holohoax” in a comment he had pub-
lished on a social networking site. According 
to the prosecution, the comment is classified 
as open denial of the crimes committed by the 
Nazi regime”.. Anti-Semitic posts are still fre-
quently published on kuruc.info, and there is 
a separate column for “Jewish crimes”, too.

ACTION AND PROTECTION 
FOUNDATION LEGAL ACTIONS

In November 2016, APF did not take any legal 
actions and received no official notifications 
of substantive changes in previously filed is-
sues.
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All the incidents to be found in the report 
are presented chronologically in the table 
below. The Category column shows which 

part of the report deals with the given case 
in greater detail.

THE MONTH’S
CHRONICLE

No. Date Incident Category

1. 1st of November
Articles about the murder in Bőny and the Hungarian 
extreme right in Spiegel Online

Other news

2. 2nd of November Jobbik office vandalized by unknown individuals Other news

3. 6th of November
Welsh authorities investigate 
into a neo-Nazi band and their concert in Budapest

News and opinions about 
anti-Semitism in Hungary

4. 11th of November Zsolt Bayer published a hate speech opinion piece
Anti-Semitic hate incidents 
– Hate Speech

5. 11th of November András Pungor’s opinion piece in 168 óra Other news

6. 21st of November Stolpersteine laid in Zalaegerszeg
Community News 
and Responses

7. 22nd of November Anti- Semitic blogger
Anti-Semitic hate incidents 
– Hate Speech

8. 22nd of November Interview with Zsolt Tyirityán on 24.hu Other news

9. 22nd of November
Lead singer of Tankcsapda 
snapped wearing a jacket with SS insignia

Other news

10. 23rd of November Holocaust-denying Facebook comment
Anti-Semitic hate incidents 
– Hate Speech

11. 23rd of November New Israeli Ambassador arrived in Budapest Other news

12.
24-25th of 
November

APF takes part in the fight against radicalization
Community News 
and Responses

13. 25th of November “Holokamu” subpage of kuruc.info still accessible Other news

14. 28th of November Anti-Semitic Facebook users
Anti-Semitic hate incidents 
– Hate Speech

15. 28th of November
Dániel Bodnár: cooperation 
between Jobbik and the opposition is unacceptable

Community News 
and Responses

16. 29th of November Anti-Semitic Facebook users
Anti-Semitic hate incidents 
– Hate Speech

17. 29th of November Anti-Semitic Facebook users
Anti-Semitic hate incidents 
– Hate Speech



C O N T A C T  A N D  S U P P O R T

Action and Protection Foundation is the civil initiative of a number of 
Jewish organizations that is ready to take resolute steps to curb increasing 
widespread anti-Semitic manifestations. 

In case anyone faces insults or anti-Semitic abuse due to a supposed or 
real Jewish background, do not remain silent, let us know, so that we can 
forward the case through the appropriate channels to the official organs 
required to take measures!

Notifications of such incidents are received by the Foundation through any 
of the following means: 

HOTLINE (+36 1) 5 1 00 000

The website of Action and Protection Foundation: www.tev.hu/forrodrot
The Facebook page: www.facebook.com/tev-tett-es-vedelem-alapitvany

Action and Protection Foundation’s undertaking can only be successful 
if great numbers share in our commitment to prepare the grounds for the 
right to fair process for all those who have suffered offenses. In aid of this 
cause please support the work of the Foundation with your contribution!

Donations can be made to the Foundation on the following bank account:

13597539-12302010-00057157
Contact details for Action and Protection Foundation

Address: Semmelweis utca 19, 1052 Budapest, HUNGARY
Phone: +36 1 267 57 54

+36 30 207 5130

22

A
N

T
I-

S
E

M
IT

IC
 H

A
T

E
 I

N
C

ID
E

N
T

S
 —

 N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

16



R E F E R E N C E S
2012. évi C. törvény a Büntető Törvénykönyvről [Act C of 2012 on the Criminal Code], 
http://net.jogtar.hu/jr/gen/hjegy_doc.cgi?docid=A1200100.TV (last accessed: 2013.07.10.)
Anti-Defamation Leaugue (ADL). 2012. 2011 Audit of Anti-Semitic Incidents.
CEJI. 2012. Make hate Crimes Visible. Facing Facts! Guidelines for Monitoring of Hate Crimes and Hate Motivated Incidents. Facing Facts! project.
Chakraborti, Neil and Jon Garland. 2009. Hate Crime. Impact, Causes and Responses. London: Sage Publications.
Community Security Trust (CST). 2013. Antisemitic Incidents Report 2012.
Levin, Jack and Jack McDevitt. 1999. “Hate Crimes.” In Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace and Conflict, edited by Lester Kurtz. San Diego: Academic Press, 89–102. 
OSCE/ODIHR. 2009a. Hate Crime Laws. A Practical Guide. Warsaw: OSCE/ODIHR.
OSCE/ODIHR. 2009b. Preventing and responding to hate crimes. A resource guide for NGOs in the OSCE region. Warsaw: OSCE/ODIHR.
Perry, Barbara. 2001. In the Name of Hate. Understanding Hate Crimes. New York: Routledge. 
Hungarian Civil Liberties Union (TASZ). 2012. Gyűlöletbűncselekmények áldozatainak. Tájékoztató Kiadvány [For the victims of hate crimes. A guide]. Budapest: 
TASZ.

23



C O N T R I B U T O R S  A N D  P U B L I S H E R 
I N F O R M A T I O N

Publisher: Brussels Institute Nonprofit Ltd.
 Kálmán Szalai, Executive Director

Author: Dr. Dániel Róna, political scientist, 
 professor of Corvinus University

Editors: Krisztián Nádasi, research scholar, head of the Incident  
 Monitoring Group of the Brussels Institute
 Dr. Kristóf Bodó, legal advocate, legal representative of Action  
 and Protection Foundation and the Brussels Institute
 Tibor Pásztor, research scholar, monitoring leader of Action  
 and Protection Foundation
 Zoltán Tatai, research scholar, member of the the Incident  
 Monitoring Group of the Brussels Institute
 Dr. Krisztina Szegő, lawyer
 Eszter Lencsés, translator

Contributors:  Dániel Bodnár, philosopher, Chairman of the Action and  
 Protection Foundation Board of Trustees
 Andrew Srulewitch, Director, Anti Defamation League

The publisher wishes to thank Dr. András Kovács, sociologist, Professor at 
CEU, for all the encouragement and helpful advice.

The publishers expresses their gratitude for the self-sacrificing work of the 
volunteers who, under expert guidance, have put their continuous efforts into 
the preparation of this report over the past months.

Use of the Report or any part thereof requires written permission from the 
publisher and such use must properly cite this report as a reference.

2016 Budapest

24

A
N

T
I-

S
E

M
IT

IC
 H

A
T

E
 I

N
C

ID
E

N
T

S
 —

 N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

16





A C T I O N  A N D  P R O T E C T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N

1052 Budapest, Semmelweis utca 19.
+36 1 267 5754, +36 30 207 5130

http://www.tev.hu
info@tev.hu


